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marriage was thoroughly happy, and Roosevelt's tempera-
ment made it impossible for him to be bored with life,
nevertheless, he was discontented to be out of politics, and
his literary work during these years was below the level of his
best writing.
In 1889, his exile from public life was ended by President
Harrison, who appointed .Roosevelt Civil Service Com-
missioner at Washington. In this post he served for six
years, showing his genius for publicity by attracting
general attention to the prosaic subject of Civil Service
Reform and managing to get twenty thousand positions
transferred from the spoils system to the permanent Civil
Service. In 1895 he was called to New York to serve as
President of the Board of Police Commissioners. His
flamboyant, publicity-seeking methods in dealing with
corruption attracted nation-wide attention, but accom-
plished little.
During the campaign of 1896, Roosevelt was an ardent
McKinley man, and a supporter of the gold standard. He
did not trouble, however, to discover what the gold standard
was, or even to look up his own party's record on the
subject. As a result, he made some very silly statements
during the campaign, a fact which passed unnoticed during
that storm of calumny and mass-hatred. One of these
statements, at least, deserves to be remembered: free silver,
according to Roosevelt, would not injure the rich, with
their lands, factories, and houses, and their habit of paying
bills by cheque; the poor, who used cash, were the people
who would suffer.. . . Such vague flummery was character-
istic of Roosevelt, who, though a man of wide interests and
knowledge, never seemed to know when he was talking
nonsense*
When McKinley became President, Roosevelt returned
to Washington as Assistant Secretary of the Navy. From
McKinley's point of view it was a bad choice, for the gentle
President really hoped to preserve peace with Spain, whereas
Roosevelt, in the words of Representative Butler of Pe&n-
Sylvauia^ "came down here looking for war. He did not
cam whom we fought so long as there was a scrap," And his